PANEL DISCUSSION

STRATEGIES TO EXTEND THE LIFE OF AGING POWER DISTRIBUTION
EQUIPMENT

PANEL MODERATOR

Christine Crites
Senior Member, IEEE
Forgent Power Solutions
Houston, TX USA
christinecrites@ieee.org

PANELISTS
Todd Legette Greg Drewiske, P.E.
Senior Member, IEEE Senior Member, IEEE
EPD & Motors Team Leader Manager, Engineering & Capital
International Paper Billerud Americas Corporation
Loveland, OH USA Wisconsin Rapids, Wl USA
todd.legette@ipaper.com greg.drewiske@ieee.org
Walter Simpson Michael Harrington, P.E.
Member, IEEE Senior Member, IEEE
Mill Engineer Electrical Reliability Engineer
Engineering Group of the SE Domtar
Jacksonville, FL USA Bennettsville, SC USA
walter.simpson.us@ieee.org Michael.Harrington@domtar.com

Abstract — Power distribution equipment installed in existing paper mills continue to serve as critical components in
driving mill operational reliability and safety. As these assemblies age, diminishing availability of renewal parts and
emerging new power distribution offerings suggest support of a compelling case for replacement. However, given
management reluctance to approve capital funding and commit to extended mill outages for replacement often drives
decisions to find creative ways extend the life of existing equipment rather than replacing it with new. In this panel
session, facility and corporate engineers with 100+ combined years of experience explore proven strategies to keep
aging power distribution equipment operating reliably and cost-effective. Strategies outlining life-cycle extension
retrofits, condition monitoring, modernization, and predictive tools are shared to help mills reduce downtime and
optimize budgets in a capital constrained environment.
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